
 

 

    BUCKFASTLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 7.00pm 

Present: Councillors: Paul Georghiades (Chair), John Bailey, Steven Burch, Sue Clarke,          

Rod Denley Jones, Ron Fox, Cem Luscombe, Sylvee Phillips and Judith Hart (Town Clerk).  

In attendance: Cllr Stuart Rogers (Devon County Council & Teignbridge District Council) 

arrived at 7.20pm and 7 members of the public 

Press: None 

26/51. Apologies for absence: Cllr Jack Major (Teignbridge District Council) 

Councillors invited to declare any interests:  

Cllrs Rod Denley Jones, Steven Burch and Sylvee Phillips as trustees of the Buckfastleigh 

Trust (The Valient Soldier Museum & Heritage Centre) Agenda Item No. 10 

26/52. To approve and sign the minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting held on 20th  

May 2026 and review actions from this meeting: 

Minutes signed by Cllr Paul Georghiades 

Actions: No actions to report 

26/53. To approve the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 20th May 2026 and 

review actions from this meeting: 

Minutes signed by Cllr Paul Georghiades 

Actions: No actions to report 

26/54. To receive the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 3rd June 2025 and resolve 

the following recommendation: 

• Minute No. 26/14 To discuss how the Town Council communicates the 

implications of Local Government Reorganisation and transfer of Teignbridge 

District Council owned assets to inform our community 

Decision: Members unanimously approved the final version of the newsletter to be distributed 

to all households in the parish. Clerk to action accordingly. 

26/55. Questions and comments from the public:  

Member of the Public: How can public transport provision for Buckfastleigh be improved 

especially the Sunday service? 

Cllr Rogers explained that bus operators will only provide a regular daily service if it is 

financially viable and many are not. Bus services are subject to Government cost constraints 

and subsidies. Cycle friendly routes are being actively promoted. 

Cllr Clarke highlighted that there is also a need for reliable bus provision for young people 

accessing education and residents who need to attend hospital appointments. 

Communities can set up their own community bus service such Bob the Bus in Totnes but this  

 



 

 

needs a dedicated group of volunteers to succeed. 

26/56. To consider 3 smaller grant applications. To include the Grant Report 2026/27: 

The Orchard Millennium Green Trust (OMG) – representatives of the OMG requested 

£500 towards the annual Fun Day and Duck Race on the Green. All the money raised on the 

day contributes towards the running of the park throughout the year. This year the trustees have 

had to spend money on essential tree management together with a bulb planting initiative. 

The trustees are looking at hosting an Apple Day in the autumn following the success of the 

one held in 2024. 

Conversation Works CIC – Buckfastleigh Memory Café – Kathrine Bailey and a 

representative of the Memory Café explained that many of their clients and volunteers have 

difficulty accessing the Buckfastleigh Railway carriage which is where the café is held. A 

custom-built portable ramp is needed at a cost of £1,135 to resolve this problem. Funding has 

successfully been sought from other organisations to support this project, and they have applied 

to the Town Council for £335.00. 

It was noted that some funds have been ring-fenced to employ another staff member and to pay 

for consumables. 

Buckfastleigh Foodbank – Tracy Ebbrell from the Foodbank explained that they are facing a 

financial crisis. Food is not funded by the Trussell Trust and there has been a 36% drop in food 

and money donations. The Foodbank has also supported clients by paying for mobile phone 

sim cards, bus fares to access appointments and Ashburton Foodbank is currently closed so 

clients are coming to Buckfastleigh. 

It costs £16,000 per year to run the Buckfastleigh facility and most of the help is from 

volunteers. They now need a 3 to 5 years sustainability plan if they are to continue. 

Cllr Rogers confirmed that the Crisis Resilience Fund is in place, there is a commitment to this 

until 2029, and it will be transferred to the new Unitary authority. He will be attending a county 

wide meeting on this subject. 

Representatives were advised that a written decision will be sent by the Clerk by the end of the 

week following further discussion under a Part II session at the end of this meeting. 

26/57. Questions to District and County Councillors and comments on reports relevant to 

this meeting: 

Towns and Parishes will be informed about the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in 

Devon in mid-July which will generate a lot of activity over the coming weeks. 

A meeting between all relevant authorities including the Chair of the Highways and Traffic 

Orders Committee (HATOC) to discuss a traffic management plan for Buckfastleigh is being 

arranged. 

Teignbridge District Council (TDC) have received increased concern about landlords following 

the introduction of the Renters Rights Act. Tenants are encouraged to register with Devon 

Home Choice. 

TDC have agreed to invest in play parks including Glebelands, Duckspond playing field and 

Market Close depending on cost. 

The energy cap is likely to increase in the autumn which will place a further economic burden 



 

 

on struggling households. 

Devon County Council (DCC) continues to invest in the Active Travel initiative which 

promotes walking, wheeling and cycling as an alternative to daily car use. 

Currently it is not known how LGR will affect the level of Council Tax charged. Cllr Bailey 

referred to the LGR public consultation and how the results of this have been dismissed 

because the Government will decide on the outcome. He highlighted the cost of the 

consultation to the public purse. 

26/58. Planning Applications for commercial sites and areas of significant development or 

interest: 

None 

26/59. To review the Police Reports for May to June 2026: 

The Police Report was not received. 

26/60. Local Government Reorganisation Update: 

Covered under Minute No. 26/57. 

26/61. The Valiant Soldier Museum and Heritage Centre Micro Allotment update: 

The Clerk advised the meeting that she is working on a draft lease agreement between The Valiant 

Soldier Museum (The Buckfastleigh Trust) and the Town Council and a draft tenancy agreement 

for prospective tenants to be agreed by both parties at their respective July meetings. 

It is estimated that the site at the rear of the museum could accommodate 14 to 15 micro plots. The 

estimated cost for building materials will be £80 for each raised bed made of wooden planks and  

liners which the Town Council already has funds for. The tenancy agreement will include a 

comprehensive list of rules and regulations which if not adhered to will result in notice to the 

tenant. Both the Town Council and the museum are aware of their obligations to neighbouring 

residential properties. 

Preference will be given to residents who live locally to the site and lack their own garden space 

and will be advertised in the near future with a view to the allotment opening in March 2027. 

26/62. Teignbridge Cycle Walk and Wheel Forum: 

Cllr Phillips raised concerns about part of the proposed Totnes to Buckfastleigh route using a busy 

area of road at Austins Bridge as a crossing for cyclists which will be dangerous. 

Action: Clerk to request what mitigation will be in place to address this problem? 

26/63. Budget Analysis Report 01.05.26 – 31.05.26: 

Noted. 

The Clerk highlighted additional IT costs for the transfer of the website and new councillor email 

subscriptions. She expressed her concern about the increasing amount and subsequent cost of new 

Government IT regulations which will impact the precept. 

26/64. Bank Payments Report and Bank Statement 01.05.26 – 31.05.26: 

Noted. 

 



 

 

26/65. Following the completion of the internal audit - to receive and note the following: 

• Audited End of Year Accounts and Bank Balances 2025/26  

• The Annual Internal End of Year Audit Report 2025/26 and to agree the appointment 

of the Internal Auditor for 2027/28  

Appointment of Internal Auditor agreed. Audit report noted.  

The Clerk was again thanked for her work and due diligence regarding the end of year audit and 

accounts. 

26/66. To approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26:  

Annual Governance Statement recorded and signed by the Chair of the Town Council and Town 

Clerk 

26/67. To approve and sign the Accounting Statement of the Annual Return 2025/26:  

Annual Accounting Statement recorded and signed by the Chair of the Town Council and Town 

Clerk. 

26/68. To note the Exercise of Public Rights which will commence on Monday 22 June 2026 

and end on Friday 31 July 2026: 

Notice of Public Rights – dates of publication noted. 

Clerk to action the above. 

26/69. To adopt a new Information Technology Policy in accordance with Assertion 10 

mandatory digital and data compliance requirement on the Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return for town and parish councils: 

The Clerk explained the new Assertion 10 digital and data compliance requirement as part of the 

Annual Return and that this new policy is a consolidation of previous Council policies to meet 

requirements. 

Decision: IT Policy adopted unanimously and to be published on the Town Council website. 

26/70. Chairs Announcements: 

The Chair has no announcements. 

26/71. Councillor updates relevant to this meeting: 

Cllr Phillips reported the deteriorating condition of the pétanque court adjacent to the tennis courts 

to Cllr Rogers. 

Cllr Denley Jones reported that the Victoria Park trustees have had the benefit of some free 

professional advice regarding cost saving ideas for the running of the swimming pool and 

fundraising sources 

26/72. Items requiring Urgent Items: 

None 

26/73. Summary of Key Messages:   

Clerk to action. 



 

 

26/74. Motion to move into a Part II (private) session to discuss items of confidential business 

in accordance with Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972: 

•  To resolve recommendations from Minute No. 26/12 of the Finance Committee held on 3rd 

June 2026: 

•  To resolve all smaller grant application decisions received under Agenda Item No. 5 

Meeting returned to Part I  

The following larger grant was approved: 

Buckfastleigh Youth Club - £1,500 towards essential building repairs. 

The following smaller grant awards were approved: 

The Orchard Millennium Green Trust - £500 towards the annual Fun Day and Duck Race 

Conversation Works CIC - £335 towards the purchase of a custom-made ramp to access the 

South Devon Railway Memory Café railway carriage. 

Buckfastleigh Foodbank - £500 

Action: Clerk to confirm in writing.  

 

Meeting closed at 8.45pm  

 

 


