
 

 

    BUCKFASTLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 1st July 2026 at 

7.00pm. 

Present: Councillors: Paul Georghiades (Chair), Steven Burch, Sue Clarke, Rod Denley Jones, 

Ron Fox, Cem Luscombe, Sylvee Phillips and Judith Hart (Town Clerk).  

In attendance: Cllr Stuart Rogers (Devon County Council & Teignbridge District Council) 

arrived at 7.10pm, 4 members of the public, Caroline Dodds, Town Clerk and Lynn Travers-

Howard, Deputy Town Clerk of Ashburton Town Council 

Press: None 

26/75. Apologies for absence: Cllr John Bailey 

Councillors invited to declare any interests: None 

This meeting was called at the instruction of the Chair to discuss the next stage of the asset 

transfer process following the deadline date of Monday 6th July from Teignbridge District 

Council (TDC). 

26/76. To discuss and agree the budgeting, precept and resource implications for the next 

stage of the Teignbridge District Council transfer process for the community assets 

identified by Buckfastleigh Town Council (subject to contract): 

The Chair advised the meeting that the Town Council will continue with the original proposal 

as agreed despite the forthcoming change of Prime Minister and a possible delay to the Local 

Government Reorganisation (LGR) process. 

Members questioned the lack of detail and disparity in the financial statement provided by 

TDC and whether the apportioned costs include staff and insurance costs? It was noted that 

there is a significant cost allocated to the maintenance of the football pitch and yet it is 

understood that it is maintained by the Football Club? 

Many of the assets are in a poor state of repair. Will outstanding repairs and maintenance 

which have already been identified be completed prior to handover, for example the football 

club car park is full of potholes and requires significant investment? 

The Clerk of Ashburton Town Council questioned why the cost of the Ashburton public toilets 

are identical to the Buckfastleigh public toilets to the penny? 

Members acknowledged that the public toilets are the most important facility to retain followed 

by the green spaces and play areas. 

Cllr Clarke: Buckfastleigh residents pay towards leisure facilities to TDC through their council 

tax and yet it is the Town Council that provides funding to support Victoria Park and the 

swimming pool. 

The Clerk highlighted that some of the safety certificates received are out of date. Will all risk 

assessments, safety inspections including play equipment a legionnaires test, and electrical 

safety certificates be up to date with copies sent to the Town Council? 

It is understood that access to the Church Street allotments is contentious and across privately  

 



 

 

owned land. TDC to be asked to clarify this further. 

The Town Council is aware that the Duckspond/Hamlyns playing fields are built over an old 

landfill site; does this present a risk and what information is held by the parent authority? There 

is also a septic tank, which building does this serve, is it in a good state of repair and how often 

is it emptied? 

The Clerk expressed concern that the only vehicular entrance to the Orchard Millennium Green 

(OMG) has been identified as a possible site for development and that this area should be 

transferred to the trustees as part of their existing lease agreement with TDC. Without 

unrestricted access to this important area of amenity for residents, future annual events are 

unlikely to continue. 

Cllr Burch: We need to look at the bigger picture and have already taken the decision to adopt 

the toilets. TDC will sell the assets if not transferred to the Town Council, but these will be left 

to deteriorate in the meantime. 

Cllr Luscombe: If the assets identified are not taken into community ownership they will be 

lost forever. 

Cllr Denley Jones: The Town Council must consider the value of these assets to the 

community. 

Cllr Clarke: The public must be encouraged to air their views on this matter. 

The Clerk confirmed that the Town Council newsletter informing residents about LGR and the 

transfer of assets will be delivered shortly. 

Cllr Denley Jones also stressed the need for the Town Council to seek legal advice and engage 

a solicitor who has knowledge of local authority conveyancing. 

The Chair proposed that although the figures provided by TDC are almost meaningless the 

Town Council continues to register an interest.  

Decision: Resolved by all Members present. 

Members agreed that the Town Council continues to express an interest in the assets previously 

identified, but without a more detailed breakdown of costs it would be difficult to justify a 

significant increase to the precept. Residents will not receive a discount to the council tax paid 

to the new Unity Authority to reflect this and will effectively be taxed twice. 

 

26/77. To discuss and agree next actions: 

Actions: Clerk to respond to TDC to raise the above concerns, request copies of further 

information and clarification and ask for a meeting with the Section 151 Statutory Finance 

Officer.  

Clerk to ask why the Town Council has been given the deadline of 6th July 2026 to make a 

commitment and yet Ashburton Town Council has a mid-September deadline? 

 

Meeting closed at 8.07pm  

 

 


